
THE  WOMAN  WENT  INTO  THE  FOREST  ALONE

Free Translation

They grieved [because of the woman who died in the story I'm going to tell], and then they 
stopped grieving.

He pulverized the shavings of iha stalk, and then put the poison on the the arrow points and 
the blowgun dart points.

His wife went out into the forest. His wife went out at her own initiative, and the jaguar ate 
her.

She went out. She beat the kona roots. She put her son in an enclosure, and he sat there. She 
put the kona poison in the water. The aba siri fish were stunned. She went after the stunned aba siri
fish.

She came back and breast fed her son, so he wouldn't cry. She put her son back. 
"Stay there. I'm going back to pick up the fish. Don't cry. Sit there quietly."
She went back. She went downstream.The basket was full of fish. She was picking up the 

fish, and putting them in the basket. She was putting the fish in the basket as she went downstream.
The jaguar was standing on top of a log. The log was across the stream. At the curve in the 

stream where the log crossed it, the jaguar was on top of the log, and she crossed under it.
She filled the basket with fish and brought the fish back. She was coming back with the 

basket of fish hung on her shoulder. She turned around and came back. She came on. There was a 
noise, "Kiisaa, tookoo [sounds of moving leaves, and of the jaguar hitting the woman].

"Eee."
It knocked her into the water and killed her. It killed her, biting her head. She died. Her son 

was sitting there.
Her husband put the arrow points in the sheath and came.
"Wait, I'm going to take a look at my wife."
He came. He came holding his arrows.
"My son is sitting there. Where is the child's mother?"
He picked up the child and hugged him.
"Where is your mother?"
The child didn't say anything. He picked up the child's sling, and he slung the sling over his 

shoulder, and put the child in the sling. He took his arrows and went. As he was about to go, he saw
the jaguar lying on the ground, eating. It was biting and tearing the flesh.

"The jaguar is eating my wife."
He was carrying his son in the sling, and he gripped his son's arm under his arm, and pulled 

out an arrow. He pulled out an arrow and inserted it in the bow. It started to get up but he shot it 
quickly. "Taakaa, tookoo," went the arrow, hitting the jaguar.

"Hee," it said.
It staggered off and collapsed. It tried to get up and collapsed again, and died. 
"The jaguar was eating my wife."
He took his wife away. He brought a piece of her, then brought another piece. Then he came

home. The fish that the jaguar dumped when it killed the woman went downstream, dead. The fish 
went downstream, and he didn't get them. He came home. He came home carrying his son in the 
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sling. He appeared at the village.
"A jaguar ate my wife."
"Hoo, kids should go with them. She went out alone and a jaguar killed her," they said.
He didn't eat. He buried the pieces of his wife. 
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'They grieved.'

2  Me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 yawa
yawa+F
be upset

 

vi

 me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 ,  me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 yawa
yawa+F
be upset

 

vi

 ,  me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 yawarene
yawa
be upset

 -ra
NEG

 -hene
IRR+F

 

vi

.  
'They grieved, and then they stopped grieving.'
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'He pulverized the shavings of iha stalk, and then put the poison on the the arrow points and the blowgun 
dart points. His wife went out.'
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'His wife went out at her own initiative, and the jaguar ate her.'
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'She went out. She beat the kona roots. She put her son in an enclosure.'
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'She put her son in an enclosure, and he sat there. She put the kona poison in the water. The aba siri fish 
were stunned.'
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'She went after the stunned aba siri fish. She came back and breast fed her son, so he wouldn't cry.'
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'She came back and breast fed her son. She put her son back. "Stay there."'
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'"I'm going back to pick up the fish."'
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'"Don't cry."'
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'"Sit there quietly."'
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'She went back. She went downstream.'
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'She went downstream. The basket was full of fish.'132
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'She was picking up the fish.'
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'She was picking up the fish, and putting them in the basket.'
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'She was putting the fish in the basket as she went downstream. The jaguar was standing on top of a log.'
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'The log was across the stream.'
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132 The words aba me are a false start.
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'At the curve in the stream where the log crossed it, the jaguar was on top of the log, and she crossed under it.
She filled the basket with fish and brought the fish back. She was coming back with the basket of fish hung on
her shoulder.'
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'She turned around and came back.'
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'She turned around and came back.'
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'She came back.'
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 kama
ka
go/come

 -ma+F
back

 

vi

 yama
yama
thing

 

nf
moni
moni
sound

 

pn

 yana
yana
start

 

vi

 tonemetemone
to-
CH

 na
AUX

 -hemete
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'She came on. There was a noise, "Kiisaa, tookoo." "Eee."'
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'It killed her in the water.'
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'It killed her, biting her head. She died. Her son was sitting there.'
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'Her husband put the arrow points in the sheath and came. "Wait, I'm going to take a look at my wife."'
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'He came.'
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'He came holding his arrows. He came.'
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'He came. "My son is sitting there."'
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'"Where is the child's mother?"'
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'He picked up the child and hugged him. "Where is your mother?"'
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'The child didn't say anything.'
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'He picked up the child's sling, and he slung the sling over his shoulder, and put the child in the sling. He 
took his arrows and went. As he was about to go, he saw the jaguar lying on the ground, eating.'
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'It was biting and tearing the flesh.'
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'"The jaguar is eating my wife."'
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bati
pinch

 

vt

 kane
ka-
COMIT

 na+M
AUX

 

aux

 wati
wati
arrow

 

nm

 soba
soba
pull out

 

vt
nakematamonaka
na
AUX

 -kI
coming

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

 .  

'He was carrying his son in the sling, and he gripped his son's arm under his arm, and pulled out an arrow.'
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'He pulled out an arrow and inserted it in the bow. It started to get up but he shot it quickly.'

37  Taakaa
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(sound of hitting)

 

sound
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(sound of hitting)
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'"Taakaa, tookoo." "Hee," it said. It staggered off and collapsed.'

38  Kawamisa
ka-
COMIT
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REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

vi

 .  

'It tried to get up and collapsed again, and died.'

39  Oko
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IP.N+M

 -ho
DUP

 

vt

 .  

'"The jaguar was eating my wife."'
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40  Oko
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'"The jaguar was eating my wife."'

41  Faya
faya
so
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'He took his wife away. He brought a piece of her, then brought another piece. Then he came home.'

42  Aba
aba
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'The fish that the jaguar dumped when it killed the woman went downstream, dead.'

43  Aba
aba
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to-
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vi

 me
me
3PL.O

 

pron

 ,

yabarematamonaka
yaba
take out

 -ra
NEG

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

vt

 .  

'The fish went downstream, and he didn't get them.'

44  Kame
ka
go/come

 -ma+M
back

 

vi

 biti
biti
3SG.POSS.son

 

nm

 ,  biti
biti
3SG.POSS.son

 

nm

 sana
sana
carry strapped on shoulder

 

vt
ni
na.NFIN
AUX

 

aux

 kame
ka
go/come

 -ma+M
back

 

vi

 ,  faya
faya
so

 

conj

 tasi
tasi
emerge

 

vi

 namematamona
na
AUX

 -ma
back

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

aux

 fahi
fahi
then

 

dem

 .  

'He came home. He came home carrying his son in the sling. He appeared at the village.'

45  Tasi
tasi
emerge

 

vi

 name
na
AUX

 -ma+M
back

 

aux

 ,  Oko
o-
1SG.POSS

 ka
POSS

 

prt

 yibote
yibote
wife

 

nf

 yome
yomee
jaguar

 

nm

 kabeno
kaba
eat

 -hino
IP.N+M

 

vt
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oke
o-
1SG.POSS

 ke
DECL+F

 

prt

 .  

'He appeared. "A jaguar ate my wife."'

46  Hoo
hoo
humph

 

interj

 ,  inamatewe
inamatewe
child

 

nm

 ,  me
me
3PL

 

pron

 me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 sawiriri
sawi
be present

 -ri
DISTR

 -ri
DUP

 

vi

 kawi
ka-
COMIT

 na
AUX

 -waha
change

 

aux
nofa
nofa+F
recently

 

prt

 me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 amani
ama
SEC

 -ni
BKG+F

 

sec

 .  

'"Hoo, kids should go with them."'

47  Me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 sawiriri
sawi
be present

 -ri
DISTR

 -ri
DUP

 

vi

 kawi
ka-
COMIT

 na
AUX

 -waha
change

 

aux

 nofa
nofa+F
recently

 

prt

 me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 ohari
ohari+M
be one

 

vi
toke
to-
away

 ka+M
go/come

 

vi

 yome
yomee
jaguar

 

nm

 nabowa
na-
CAUS

 aboha.CONT+M
die

 

vt

 nanoho
na.NOM+M
AUX

 -no
IP.N+M

 -ho
DUP

 

aux

 ,  me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 ati
ati
say

 

vt
nemetemoneke
na
AUX

 -hemete
FP.N+F

 -mone
REP+F

 -ke
DECL+F

 

aux

 .  

'"Kids should go with them. She went out alone and a jaguar killed her," they said.'

48  Tafarematamonaka
tafa
eat

 -ra
NEG

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

vi

 fari
faari
that one+M

 

dem

 .  

'He didn't eat.'

49  Faya
faya
so

 

conj

 fati
fati
3SG.POSS.wife

 

nf

 kote
kote
piece

 

pn

 kamo
kamo+M
bury

 

vt

 ,  fati
fati
3SG.POSS.wife

 

nf

 kote
kote
piece

 

pn
kamomatamonaka
kamo
bury

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

vt

 fahi
fahi
then

 

dem

 .  

'He buried the pieces of his wife.'

50  Fati
fati
3SG.POSS.wife

 

nf

 kote
kote
piece

 

pn

 kamo
kamo.NOM
bury

 

vt

 ya
ya
ADJU

 

prt

 ,  faya
faya
so

 

conj

 .  

'He buried the pieces of his wife.'133

133 The word faya is a transition to the next story.
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