
AIROWA (1)

Free Translation

Note: Okomobi, Yowao's son, asked his father several questions, which are in italics.

They were chasing white-lipped peccaries. As one of them was running after them, a jaguar 
caught him. Should people run when they are chasing animals? 

"Someone grabbed me," he thought, when the jaguar grabbed him. He thought it was one of 
their people. 

When the jaguar grabbed him, he ran as it held on. Then he shot it with an arrow. He didn't 
go after the peccaries anymore, because the jaguar had gone after him. 

He came back carrying it. It was a big jaguar. The jaguar almost ate him, but he shot it with 
an arrow. 

Airowa also fell in a hole, Airowa the Indian of old, when they were going after white-
lipped peccaries. He was running after some peccaries. He shot some peccaries first, and was 
running with two arrows. He was running after them, and he jumped at a place where there was 
white sand, and disappeared. 

Pieces of the arrows that he had been running with floated to the surface of the water. But 
the bow was not there. 

They wanted to see him. His brother-in-law stopped going after the peccaries and came 
back. He went and they looked for the peccaries. They found the peccaries, and carried the 
peccaries, the ones that Airowa had killed. 

They discovered that he was missing. "Where is your in-law who killed peccaries?" 
Father, was Airowa a Jarawara? 
It is the name of a Jarawara. 
"My brother-in-law Airowa went running that way. I went running over on the other side." 
They followed his trail, the signs of him, where he had run after the peccaries. They 

followed the signs of him. They found the hole where he had jumped, where he had disappeared. 
The pieces of the arrows that he had fallen on top of came to the surface. He had fallen on them. 

Then they went and got his father and brought him, and he poked for his son, after they had 
cut some poles. 

Didn't they ever hear the name of his father? 
I guess they never heard the name of his father. I never heard the name of his father. They 

only said Airowa's name. 
Then they tied up the peccaries. His father was always remembering him. His father was 

always going there after him. He wanted him to come back. His father was always going there after 
him, but he never met up with him. 

His mother was crying because of him all the time, as they ate what he had killed. They ate 
what he had killed for a couple days, the kill of the one who had fallen in a hole. 

They poked for him again the next day. "Grab the pole, Airowa. I will push the pole down to
you." 

He never grabbed the pole. He must have died. 
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He turned into a Brazilian, the one who told about himself. The Brazilian came back up. He 
spread his arms in the hole. He fell in a hole. When he went back, they were crying. 

Didn't Airowa come back? 
It was not him who come back. It was him [the Brazilian], I am telling you. He always said 

he had his head down, and he was full of mud. He turned into a Brazilian. As they were cutting 
brush for a latex tapping trail, he was looking up, and he fell into a hole because he didn't see it, he 
used to say. 

He came upon them crying. "Father, why are you crying?" he said. 
When he was already there, his father suddenly saw him, and his father was happy, he used 

to say. He was happy when he saw that his son had come back. 
"Don't cry. I have come back," he said.
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'They chased after white-lipped peccaries.'
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'They were chasing the peccaries. As one of them was running after them, a jaguar caught him.'

3  E
ee
1IN.S

 

pron

 kana
kana
run

 

vi

 te
na
AUX

 -tee
HAB

 

aux

 e
ee
1IN.S

 

pron

 ama
ama
SEC

 

sec

 bani
bani
animal

 

nm

 me
me
3PL.O

 

pron

 e
ee
1IN.S

 

pron

 kiyohari
kiyo
chase

 -haari
IP.E+M

 

vt

 ?  

'Should people run when they are chasing animals?'
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'"Someone grabbed me," he thought, when the jaguar grabbed him. He thought it was one of their people.'
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'When the jaguar grabbed him, he ran as it held on.'
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'Then he shot it with an arrow.'
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'He didn't go after the peccaries anymore, because the jaguar had gone after him.'
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'He came back carrying it.'
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'It was a big jaguar.'
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'The jaguar almost ate him, but he shot it with an arrow.'
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'Airowa also fell in a hole, Airowa the Indian of old, when they were going after white-lipped peccaries.'
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'They were going after the peccaries. He was running after some peccaries. He shot some peccaries first, and 
was running with two arrows. He was running after them, and he jumped at a place where there was white 
sand, and disappeared.'
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'Pieces of the arrows that he had been running with floated to the surface of the water.'
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'But the bow was not there. They wanted to see him.'
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'He stopped going after the peccaries, and came back. His brother-in-law stopped going after the peccaries 
and came back. He went and they looked for the peccaries. They found the peccaries, and carried the 
peccaries, the ones that Airowa had killed. They discovered that he was missing.'
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'"Where is your in-law who killed peccaries?"'
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'Father, was Airowa a Jarawara?'
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'It is the name of a Jarawara.'
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'"My brother-in-law Airowa went running that way."'
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'"I went running over on the other side."'
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'They followed his trail, the signs of him, where he had run after the peccaries.'
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'They followed the signs of him. They found the hole where he had jumped, where he had disappeared.'
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'The pieces of the arrows that he had fallen on top of came to the surface.'
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'He had fallen on them. Then they went and got his father and brought him, and he poked for his son, after 
they had cut some poles.'
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'Didn't they ever hear the name of his father?'
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'I guess they never heard the name of his father.'
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'I never heard the name of his father.'
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'They only said Airowa's name.'
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'Then they tied up the peccaries.'
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'His father was always remembering him.'
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'His father was always going there after him. He wanted him to come back.'
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'His father was always going there after him, but he never met up with him.'
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'His mother was crying because of him all the time, as they ate what he had killed.'
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'They ate what he had killed for a couple days, the kill of the one who had fallen in a hole.'
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'They poked for him again the next day. "Grab the pole, Airowa."'
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'"I will push the pole down to you."'
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'He never grabbed the pole.'
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'He must have died.'
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CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

 ,

hiwa
hiwa
3SG.REFL.M

 

pron

 kaminematamonaha
kamina
tell

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ha
DUP

 

vt

 .  

'He turned into a Brazilian, the one who told about himself.'

40  Kimisamematamona
ka
go/come

 -misa
up

 -ma
back

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

vi

 .  

'He came back up.'

41  Mano
mano
arm+M

 

pn

 e
ee.LIST
motion

 

vi

 na
na
AUX

 

aux

 toemarika
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

 ahi
ahi
this

 

dem

 ,  mano
mano
arm+M

 

pn

 yama
yama
climb

 

vt
tonikima
to-
CH

 na
AUX

 -kima
two

 

aux

 nari
na
AUX

 -haari
IP.E+M

 

aux

 ,  hoti
hoti
hole

 

nf

 ya
ya
ADJU

 

prt

 ,  ee
ee
yes

 

interj

 .  

'He spread his arms in the hole.'

42  Hoti
hoti
hole

 

nf

 ya
ya
ADJU

 

prt

 sonematamonaka
sona
fall

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

vi

 .  

'He fell in a hole.'
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43  Me
me
3PL

 

pron

 me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 oi
ohi
cry

 

vi

 nani
na
AUX

 -hani
IP.N+F

 

aux

 mera
mera
3PL.O

 

pron
towasimakimatamonane
to-
away

 wasi
find

 -makI
following

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ne
BKG+M

 

vt

 .  

'When he went back, they were crying.'

44  Me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 oi
ohi
cry

 

vi

 nani
na
AUX

 -hani
IP.N+F

 

aux

 mera
mera
3PL.O

 

pron

 towasimaki
to-
away

 wasi
find

 -makI+M
following

 

vt

 .  

'When he went back, they were crying.'

45  Airowa
Airowa
(man's name)

 

npropm

 kamaramatamonaha
ka
go/come

 -ma
back

 -ra.NOM+M
NEG

 -mata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ha
DUP

 

vi

 ?  

'Didn't Airowa come back?'

46  Kamarematamonaka
ka
go/come

 -ma
back

 -ra
NEG

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

vi

 fari
faari
that one+M

 

dem

 .  

'It was not him who come back.'

47  Efemata
efe
this+M

 -mata
FP.N+M

 

dem

 amaka
ama
be

 -ka
DECL+M

 

vc

 one
ati
say

 o-
1SG.S

 na
AUX

 -ne
CONT+F

 

vt

 oke
o-
1SG.S

 ke
DECL+F

 

prt

 .  

'It was him, I am telling you.'

48  Nokorisematamona
noko
point

 -risa
down

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

vi

 aati
a-
DUP

 ati
say

 

vt

 toematamona
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

aux

 ataatabo
ata-
DUP

 atabo
be muddy

 

vi

.  
'He always said he had his head down, and he was full of mud.'

49  Efemata
efe
this+M

 -mata
FP.N+M

 

dem

 yara
yara
Brazilian

 

nm

 totoawa
to-
DUP

 to-
CH

 ha
be

 -waha
change

 

vc

 toemarika
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

 .  

'He turned into a Brazilian.'

50  Sirika
sirika
rubber tree sp

 

nm

 hawine
hawine
trail+M

 

pn

 me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 ti
tii
cut through

 

vt

 na
na+F
AUX

 

aux

 neme
neme
up

 

nf

 ya
ya
ADJU

 

prt

 noko
noko
eye+M

 

pn
tohe
to-
CH

 ha+M
be

 

vc

 hoti
hoti
hole

 

nf

 hiwarani
hi-
OC

 awa
see

 -ra
NEG

 -hani
IP.N+F

 

vt

 ya
ya
ADJU

 

prt

 sonematamona
sona
fall

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

vi

 ,  aati
a-
DUP

 ati
say

 

vt
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toemarine
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 -ne
BKG+M

 

aux

 .  

'As they were cutting brush for a latex tapping trail, he was looking up, and he fell into a hole because he 
didn't see it, he used to say.'

51  Me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 oi
ohi
cry

 

vi

 nani
na
AUX

 -hani
IP.N+F

 

aux

 mera
mera
3PL.O

 

pron

 towasimaki
to-
away

 wasi
find

 -makI+M
following

 

vt

 ,  Babai
babai
daddy

 

nm

 himata
himata
what?

 

interrog
tabiyo
tabiyo
absence

 

pn

 oi
ohi
cry

 

vi

 tine
ti-
2SG.S

 na
AUX

 -ne
CONT+F

 

aux

 tiri
ti-
2SG.S

 ri
CQ+F

 

prt

 ?  ati
ati
say

 

vt

 nematamonane
na
AUX

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ne
BKG+M

 

aux

.  
'He came upon them crying. "Father, why are you crying?" he said.'

52  Ayata
ayata
near

 

nf

 bati
bati
3SG.POSS.father

 

nm

 hiwamisematamonaka
hi-
OC

 awa
see

 -misa
up

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

vt
bati
bati
3SG.POSS.father

 

nm

 alegre
alegre  
vi

 nebanoho
na
AUX

 -hiba
FUT+M

 -no
IP.N+M

 -ho
DUP

 

aux

 ,  aati
a-
DUP

 ati
say

 

vt
toemarine
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 -ne
BKG+M

 

aux

 .  

'When he was already there his father suddenly saw him, and his father was happy, he used to say.'

53  Yayai
ya-
DUP

 yai
be happy

 

vi

 nematamona
na
AUX

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

aux

 ahi
ahi
then

 

dem

 biti
biti
3SG.POSS.son

 

nm

 kamaki
ka
go/come

 -makI+M
following

 

vi
awahari
awa
see

 -haari
IP.E+M

 

vt

 .  

'He was happy when he saw that his son had come back.'

54  Te
tee
2PL.S

 

pron

 oi
ohi
cry

 

vi

 rima
na
AUX

 -rima
NEG.IMP+F

 

aux

 na
na
AUX

 

aux

 .  

'"Don't cry."'

55  Okomake
o-
1SG.S

 ka
go/come

 -makI
following

 

vi

 oke
o-
1SG.S

 ke
DECL+F

 

prt

 ,  ati
ati
say

 

vt

 nematamonaka
na
AUX

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

 .  

'"I have come back," he said.'
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