
THE  SKINNY  JAGUAR

Free Translation

When the people were sleeping, a jaguar went into the longhouse. The jaguar went inside 
and picked up a child. It picked up the child, and took the child away. It went and ate the child. The 
child disappeared. 

On another night as they were sleeping it went in after them again. It went inside and killed 
someone again. 

When dawn came, they were afraid. They stuck poles in the ground, and lashed the poles 
together [to make a stockade]. 

They took snuff again and slept, and it went in again to them. It bit the elbow of one of them
who was sleeping and snoring. He pushed it away with his arm. It went back out. 

They were afraid because of the jaguar. On another night, when they were about to sleep, the
chief Nanaore, who knew a lot [that is, he was a powerful shaman], shot it with a gun. It was not 
fat. He shot it. 

"The jaguar has been coming around all the time. I will shoot it. Don't be afraid of what will 
happen if the jaguar is killed," he said.74 "I want to see it." 

He took apart the thatch. He cut open the thatch. He waited for it at the hole. He sat there, up
high. As he sat there, it came back, and he shot it. The jaguar that had been coming around all the 
time was not fat. He shot it. They yelled, because they had finally killed the jaguar. Its eyes were 
sunken. It had protruding teeth, as it came to them at night. It finally died. Did they eat it? 

Then they started going out hunting again, the ones who the jaguar had made afraid. The 
jaguar had made them afraid. 

They dragged the jaguar. The downstream jaguar was not fat. It was going around at night. 

We eat the creatures of the rain, the rain of the thunder, the aba fish of the thunder. We eat 
the creatures of the thunder. People didn't used to spear aba fish before. The thunder throws the aba
fish in the water. We eat the creatures of the water of the thunder. They are the creatures of the loud
thunder. They are not the creatures of the maka monster. They are the creatures of the maka 
monster. The creatures of the maka monster go into the water because of the thunder. The maka 
monster lives with the aba fish. 

We will eat white-lipped peccaries again. The white-lipped peccary is a person, also the 
tapir. The tapir is the spirit of people. I myself have seen the tapir [that is, I have seen a tapir that 
was the spirit of a person]. 

A spirit made the white-lipped peccaries run, my father used to say. It whipped the peccaries
with a long peeled stick, he used to say. The spirit waved the stick at the stirred up peccaries that 
were fearsome, my father used to say. Bowata [Yowao's wife] has the name of their place, Awa Iti. 
He said they live at Awa Iti. 

They were fatty when we shot them. Bibiri shot a white-lipped peccary the other day. 
Kofeno, too, with only one shotgun. Bibiri shot one first, and then gave the shotgun to Kofeno. 

74 The sentence means literally, "Don't protect the jaguar," that is, don't let it go on living. They believed that anyone 
who killed the jaguar would go crazy, but Nanaore had the courage to kill it because he was a powerful shaman.
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Kofeno went and shot another peccary, at the Faha Biri, at Boa Vista.
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'When the people were sleeping, a jaguar went into the longhouse.'
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'The jaguar went inside and picked up a child.'
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'It picked up the child, and took the child away.'
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'It went and ate the child. The child disappeared.'
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'On another night as they were sleeping it went in after them again.'
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'It went inside and killed someone again.'
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'When dawn came, they were afraid.'
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'They stuck poles in the ground, and lashed the poles together.'
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'They took snuff again and slept, and it went in again to them.'
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'It went inside again. It bit the elbow of one of them who was sleeping and snoring.'
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'He pushed it away with his arm.'
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'It went back out.'
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'It went back out. They were afraid because of the jaguar.'
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'On another night, when they were about to sleep, the chief Nanaore, who knew a lot, shot it with a gun.'
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'It was not fat. He shot it.'
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'"The jaguar has been coming around all the time."'
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'"I will shoot it."'
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'"Don't be afraid of what will happen if the jaguar is killed," he said.'
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'"I want to see it."'
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'He took apart the thatch. He cut open the thatch. He waited for it at the hole.'
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'He sat there, up high.'
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'As he sat there, it came back, and he shot it.'
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'The jaguar that had been coming around all the time was not fat.'
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'He shot it. They yelled, because they had finally killed the jaguar.'
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'Its eyes were sunken.'
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'It had protruding teeth, as it came to them at night.'
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'It finally died.'
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'Did they eat it?'
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'Then they started going out hunting again, the ones who the jaguar had made afraid.'
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'The jaguar had made them afraid. They dragged the jaguar.'
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'The downstream jaguar was not fat. It was going around at night.'
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'We eat the creatures of the rain, the rain of the thunder, the aba fish of the thunder.'
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'We eat the creatures of the thunder. People didn't used to spear aba fish before.'
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'The thunder throws the aba fish in the water.'
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'We eat the creatures of the water of the thunder.'
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'They are the creatures of the loud thunder.'
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'They are not the creatures of the maka monster.'
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'They are the creatures of the maka monster.'
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'They are the creatures of the maka monster.'
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'The creatures of the maka monster go into the water because of the thunder.'
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'The maka monster lives with the aba fish.'

42  Hiyama
hiyama
white-lipped peccary

 

nm

 ,  hiyama
hiyama
white-lipped peccary

 

nm

 ota
otaa
1EX.S

 

pron
kabatasibanake
kaba
eat

 -tasa+F
again

 -bana
FUT

 -ke
DECL+F

 

vt

 hari
haari
that one+M

 

dem

 .  

'We will eat white-lipped peccaries again.'
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'The white-lipped peccary is a person.'
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'The white-lipped peccary is a person, also the tapir.'
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'The tapir is the spirit of people.'
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'I myself have seen the tapir.'
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.  
'A spirit made the white-lipped peccaries run, my father used to say.'
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pn

 yaboha
yabo+F
be long

 

vi

 tama
tama
hold onto

 

vt

 neno
na
AUX

 -hino
IP.N+M

 

aux

 hiyama
hiyama
white-lipped peccary

 

nm

 me
me
3PL.O

 

pron
kosi
kosi
flail

 

vt

 nematamona
na
AUX

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

aux

 na
ati
say

 na
AUX

 

aux

 hiemarika
hi-
OC

 to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

 ahi
ahi
then

 

dem

 .  

'It whipped the peccaries with a long peeled stick, he used to say.'

49  Hiyama
hiyama
white-lipped peccary

 

nm

 yawa
yawa
enemies

 

nf

 me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 toa
to-
CH

 ha+F
be

 

vc

 me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 komeha
komeha+F
be fearsome

 

vi

 me
me
3PL.O

 

pron
inamati
inamati
spirit

 

nm

 rewe
rewe
wave

 

vt

 nematamona
na
AUX

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

aux

 okobi
o-
1SG.POSS

 ka
POSS

 abi
father

 

nm

 aati
a-
DUP

 ati
say

 

vt
toemari
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 

aux

 .  

'The spirit waved the stick at the stirred up peccaries that were fearsome, my father used to say.'

50  Me
me
3PL.POSS

 

pron

 tabori
tabori
place+F

 

pn

 inimaro
ini
name+F

 -maro
FP.E+F

 

pn

 Bowata
Bowata
(woman's name)

 

npropf

 weye
weye
carry

 

vt
nineti
na
AUX

 -ne
CONT+F

 -tee.NOM
HAB

 

aux

 Awa Iti
Awa Iti
(woman's name)

 

npropf

 .  

'Bowata has the name of their place, Awa Iti.'

51  Awa Iti
Awa Iti
(name of place)

 

npropf

 abemetemone
abe
inhabitant+F

 -mete
FP.N+F

 -mone
REP+F

 

pn

 hinamaroke
ati
say

 hi-
OC

 na
AUX

 -hamaro
FP.E+F

 -ke
DECL+F

 

vt

 .  

'He said they live at Awa Iti.'
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52  Me
me
3PL.S

 

pron

 watakamaroke
wataka
be fatty

 -hamaro
FP.E+F

 -ke
DECL+F

 

vi

 me
me
3PL.O

 

pron

 ota
otaa
1EX.S

 

pron

 tao
tao
shoot

 

vt

 na
na+F
AUX

 

aux

 mati
mati
3PL.O

 

pron

 .  

'They were fatty when we shot them.'

53  Bibiri
Bibiri
(man's name)

 

npropm

 tao
tao
shoot

 

vt

 hikanenoka
hi-
OC

 ka-
COMIT

 na
AUX

 -hino
IP.N+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

 hiyama
hiyama
white-lipped peccary

 

nm

 .  

'Bibiri shot a white-lipped peccary the other day.'

54  Kofeno
Kofeno
(man's name)

 

npropm

 toha
to-
CH

 ha.LIST
be

 

vc

 ,  taokana
taokana
shotgun

 

nf

 kaharia
ka-
COMIT

 ohari+F
be one

 

vi

 ya
ya
ADJU

 

prt

 .  

'Kofeno, too, with only one shotgun.'

55  Bibiri
Bibiri
(man's name)

 

npropm

 tao
tao
shoot

 

vt

 hikanibe
hi-
OC

 ka-
COMIT

 na
AUX

 -baha+M
before

 

aux

 ,  Kofeno
Kofeno
(man's name)

 

npropm
kakawe
ka-
COMIT

 kawa+M
give something to

 

vt

 Bibiri
Bibiri
(man's name)

 

npropm

 haa
haa
oh

 

interj

 Kofeno
Kofeno
(man's name)

 

npropm
tokomake
to-
away

 ka
go/come

 -makI
following

 

vi

 hiyama
hiyama
white-lipped peccary

 

nm

 tao
tao
shoot

 

vt
katasemonaka
ka-
COMIT

 na
AUX

 -tasa
again

 -himona
REP+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

 ,  Fa Biri
Faha Biri
(name of stream)

 

npropf

 ya
ya
ADJU

 

prt

 Bowafista
Bowafista
Boa Vista

 

npropf

 ya
ya
ADJU

 

prt

 .  

'Bibiri shot one first, and then gave the shotgun to Kofeno. Kofeno went and shot another peccary, at the 
Faha Biri, at Boa Vista.'
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