
TOWISAWA  ROWI

Free Translation

Rowi, Wabao's father, when he was a teenager, a jaguar attacked Towisawa, when he went 
to the flooded forest. Towisawa used to tell about the jaguar that attacked him. He was shooting 
spider monkeys with his blowgun, he used to say, and they were excited because of the jaguar, 
without Towisawa being aware of it. He was shooting the monkeys, and the monkeys were falling. 

He picked up two monkeys, and when he was coming back carrying them, a jaguar grabbed 
him, he used to say. The jaguar touched him, Towisawa used to say. "It's a spirit grabbing me," he 
thought, he used to say. He didn't stay there with it, he thought it was a spirit. He ran with it holding
on. He threw away the two monkeys. "The jaguar will want the monkeys instead of me," he 
thought, he used to say. It kept on wanting him, he used to say. It was Towisawa Rowi. The jaguar 
attacked Rowi. It grabbed him again. It was pushing him. 

Towisawa ducked and made it go over his head. It attacked again and grabbed him again. He
ran with it holding on, he used to say. He passed under a log with it, and it came off, he used to say. 
It grabbed onto Towisawa's belt, and it held onto it. The belt was unwinding. Towisawa was 
spinning around as his belt was unwinding, he used to say. It held onto the belt, he used to say. 

Towisawa was really something, he didn't shoot the jaguar with bow and arrow. He left it 
behind, he used to say. Because of it there was a scar on his head. There was also a scar on the back
of his shoulder. So he came home. He left the animals, since the jaguar had attacked him. He ran 
away, he used to say, after the jaguar went away. 

He told us about his power to encounter jaguars when he was training us to be shamans. 
Then Towisawa came home, he used to say. He went back for his weapons the next day, this time 
with his brother-in-law. He and his brother-in-law went and picked up the bow and arrows.
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'Rowi, Wabao's father, when he was a teenager, a jaguar attacked Towisawa, when he was a teenager, when 
he went to the flooded forest.'
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'Towisawa used to tell about the jaguar that attacked him.'
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'He was shooting spider monkeys with his blowgun, he used to say, and they were excited because of the 
jaguar, without Towisawa being aware of it.'

4  Biyo
biyo
spider monkey

 

nf

 fora
fora
shoot with blowgun

 

vt

 narawe
na
AUX

 -rawa+M
F.PL

 

aux

 biyo
biyo
spider monkey

 

nf

 foro
foro
fall

 

vi
narawa
na
AUX

 -rawa+F
F.PL

 

aux

 ,  biyo
biyo
spider monkey

 

nf

 totimake
to-
away

 iti
take out

 -makI
following

 

vt

 biyo
biyo
spider monkey

 

nf
nafamarerawe
na-
CAUS

 fama
be two

 -rI
raised surface

 -rawa+M
F.PL

 

vt

 kame
ka
go/come

 -ma+M
back

 

vi

 ,  yome
yomee
jaguar

 

nm
hiwatamakimatamona
hi-
OC

 wata
catch

 -makI
following

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

vt

 aati
a-
DUP

 ati
say

 

vt

 toemarika
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

 .  

'He was shooting the monkeys, and the monkeys were falling. He picked up two monkeys, and when he was 
coming back carrying them, a jaguar grabbed him, he used to say.'
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'The jaguar touched him, Towisawa used to say.'
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'"It's a spirit grabbing me," he thought, he used to say.'
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'He didn't stay there with it, he thought it was a spirit.'
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'He ran with it holding on.'
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'He threw away the two monkeys.'
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'"The jaguar will want the monkeys instead of me," he thought, he used to say.'
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'It kept on wanting him, he used to say.'

12  Towisawa
Towisawa
(man's name)

 

npropm

 ,  Rowi
Rowi
(man's name)

 

npropm

 Rowi
Rowi
(man's name)

 

npropm

 totoa
to-
DUP

 to-
CH

 ha
be

 

vc

 toemari
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 

aux

318



TOWISAWA ROWI

amane
ama
SEC

 -ne
BKG+M

 

sec

 .  

'It was Towisawa Rowi.'
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'The jaguar attacked Rowi. It grabbed him again. It was pushing him. Towisawa ducked and made it go over 
his head. It attacked again and grabbed him again. He ran with it holding on, he used to say.'
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'He passed under a log with it, and it came off, he used to say.'
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'It grabbed onto Towisawa's belt, and it held onto it.'
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'The belt was unwinding.'

319



TOWISAWA ROWI

17  Towisawa
Towisawa
(man's name)

 

npropm

 behe
behe
turn over

 

vt

 nawa
na
AUX

 -waha
change

 

aux

 tohitimatamona
to-
CH

 na
AUX

 -hitI
along the way

 -himata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

aux
aati
a-
DUP

 ati
say

 

vt

 toemari
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 

aux

 kamata
kamata
belt

 

nm

 tisawari
tisa
undo

 -waha
change

 -haari
IP.E+M

 

vi

 .  

'Towisawa was spinning around as his belt was unwinding, he used to say.'
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'It held onto the belt, he used to say.'
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'Towisawa was really something, he didn't shoot the jaguar with bow and arrow.'
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'He left it behind, he used to say.'

21  Enematamona
ehene
because of+M

 -mata
FP.N+M

 -mona
REP+M

 

post

 tati
tati
head

 

pn

 hihiya
hi-
DUP

 hiya
be hurt

 

vi

 na
na
AUX

 

aux

 toemarika
to-
CH

 ha
AUX

 -himari
FP.E+M

 -ka
DECL+M

 

aux

.  
'Because of it there was a scar on his head.'
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'There was also a scar on the back of his shoulder.'
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'So he came home. He left the animals, since the jaguar had attacked him.'
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'He ran away, he used to say, after the jaguar went away.'
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'He told us about his power to encounter jaguars when he was training us to be shamans.'
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'Is that a cockroach?'
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'Then Towisawa came home, he used to say.'
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'He went back for his weapons the next day.'
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'He went back for his weapons the next day, this time with his brother-in-law.'
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'He and his brother-in-law went and picked up the bow and arrows.'
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